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Lecture 10 

Limitations of Computing & Ethical Issues  

 

The computer can outperform human beings in speed, memory , 
repetition  and accuracy. 

• A computer can process data faster than any other machine designed 

to perform a similar task.  

• It has memory. It has the capacity to remember what it has done. It 

can store instructions in its memory and follow these through unaided. 

• A computer can tirelessly perform the same operations millions of 

times in exactly the same way without getting bored and tired the way 

a human clerk would. 

• A computer's high-speed processing is accompanied by high-accuracy 

results. No other system can have as much accuracy as a computer 

system. 

 

Blame it on the Computer :  The computer has done this and that. Actually 

this is not the computer which has done this but the user. Despite its various 

features, a computer does have the following limitations: 
 

a. No Self Intelligence 

 

Today, a computer is able to do a work which is impossible for man. 

Computers are used to do risky and dangerous work and where sharp 

actually is needed. But it does not have any intelligence of its own. It 

works according to the instruction only. 

 

 

b.  No Decision-Making power 

 

The computer cannot take any decision of its own. It does only those tasks 

which are already instructed to it. 
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c.  No learning power 

 

The computer has no learning power. Once you give instructions to a 

computer how to perform a task, the very task is cannot perform if you do 

not give it any instructions for the next time. For example, when you are 

taught how to solve a problem and it same type of problem is given to you to 

solve, then you can do it because you have learned how to solve the 

problem.  

 
However, they do not have common sense. We can't teach it to think 
morally or ethically. It just does what we tell it to do. They will never 
experience human emotions or concepts...it will only provide us the 
foundation and software to allow us to enter them into its system, but 
they will not process it like humans do.  
 
Its limitations is how much data we put into it. How much memory it 
has. Its life expectancy is how long the hardware survives. They get 
replaced easily because as the years passes, the technology and 
components get better.  Their limitations is how we built them. 
 

d.  Programmed by Humans:  

 
Though the computer is programmed to work efficiently, fast and 
accurately but it is programmed by human beings to do so. Without a 
program, a computer is nothing. A program is a set of instructions. 
Computer only follows these instructions. If the instructions are not 
accurate the working of the computer will not accurate as well .  
 
e.  Thinking:  

 
The computer can not think itself. The concept of artificial intelligence 
shows that the computer can think. But still this concept is dependent 
on a set of instructions provided by the human beings.  
 
 

 

http://wiki.answers.com/Q/What_are_the_limitations_of_computers
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f.  Self Care:  

 
A Computer can not care itself like a human. A computer is dependent 
still to human beings for this purpose.  
 
g.  Retrieval of memory:  

 
A computer can retrieve data very fast but this technique is linear. A 
human being's mind does not follow this rule. A human mind can think 
randomly which a computer machine can not.  
 
 h.  Feelings:  

 
One of the main limits in the computer is of feeling. A computer can not 
feel about some like a human. A computer can not meet human in 
respect of relations.  
 
Human can feel, think and caring but a computer machine itself can not.  
 
A computer cannot take place of human because computer is always 
dependent of human. 
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Professional Ethics 

Basic Ethics 

• What are professional ethics ? 
• How are ethics related to laws ? 
• Are ethics different for various career fields ? 

 

IT Ethics  

• Why Professional ethics are important for IT Workers ? 
• What kind of situations in an IT career might require ethical 

decisions ? 
• How would software copyrights become an ethical issue ? 
• What kind of ethical issues revolves around privacy ? 
• How might confidentiality lead to  ethical dilemmas ?   
• Can I get in trouble for using my work computer for personal 

activities ? 
• Am I responsible for software quality ? 
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Ethical Decision Making 

• How do I make ethical decisions ? 
• What is a code of ethics ? 
• TEN COMMANDMENTS OF COMPUTER ETHICS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. THOU SHALT NOT USE A COMPUTER TO HARM OTHER PEOPLE. 

2. THOU SHALT NOT INTERFERE WITH OTHER PEOPLE'S COMPUTER 

WORK. 

3. THOU SHALT NOT SNOOP AROUND IN OTHER PEOPLE'S 

COMPUTER FILES. 

4. THOU SHALT NOT USE A COMPUTER TO STEAL. 

5. THOU SHALT NOT USE A COMPUTER TO BEAR FALSE WITNESS. 

6. THOU SHALT NOT COPY OR USE PROPRIETARY SOFTWARE FOR 

WHICH YOU HAVE NOT PAID. 

7. THOU SHALT NOT USE OTHER PEOPLE'S COMPUTER RESOURCES 

WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION OR PROPER COMPENSATION. 

8. THOU SHALT NOT APPROPRIATE OTHER PEOPLE'S 

INTELLECTUAL OUTPUT. 

9. THOU SHALT THINK ABOUT THE SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF THE 

PROGRAM YOU ARE WRITING OR THE SYSTEM YOU ARE 

DESIGNING. 

10. THOU SHALT ALWAYS USE A COMPUTER IN WAYS THAT INSURE 

CONSIDERATION AND RESPECT FOR YOUR FELLOW HUMANS. 

 


